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TAIL ENDS —

The text and
nothing but the text?

I was in the British Library the other day looking at the newly acquired manuscript of
Purcell keyboard pieces, open at the C major prelude (printed in H&F in the last issue). The
handwriting is big and bold, so that the piece fills a whole page of what is really quite a small
book. It came to my attention that the left-hand fingering is back-to-front, apparently common
in the 17th century: the little finger is numbered 1 and the thumb is 5. Add to that some
tricky clefs and a six-line stave and you've got a hard job trying to play from it. I hope that
the Purcell Society, when it publishes the book’s contents, is going to give us a sensible
edition with all mod-cons like five-line staves and normal treble clefs. Fascinating though Mr
Purcell’s handwriting is, I'd prefer to see it in the British Museum rather than on the music-
desk of my harpsichord.

At this point I should come clean: I have a serious problem in dealing with facsimile
editions. Composers’ manuscripts and early printings abound in the early music world and
even popular publishers like Dover are producing them now.

My main problem is simply trying to read the things: some composers have dreadful
handwriting and some of the early printed editions are not much better, with poor engraving,
or what is worse, cheap movable type. Stave-lines have disappeared; in chords, seconds
often come out looking like Stockhausen clusters instead of being displaced to the side as in
modern practice, and some printers thought it necessary to put a semibreve in the middle
of a bar so that it did not line up with the other notes. This makes sightreading these scores
impossible.

On the plus side I have to concede that if you are playing from a manuscript you get a
feel for the spirit of the music and of the composer’s attitude to it. The trouble is, I wonder
if some composers didn’t hate the piece they were writing, seeing how careless their script
has turned out. Wrong notes, crossings-out (even Mozart seems to have been prone to that
on occasion), illegible ornament signs and, for goodness’ sake, where is that slur supposed to
be? Don’t get me wrong: I venerate these scores. I couldn’t possibly write anything into a
facsimile copy—it would be like writing on the original manuscript. I like to know about
other readings of a contentious passage, though. A properly edited score tells you all about
the different versions, which a facsimile cannot do.

A distinct advantage of copies of old scores is that the music-desk you are using is usually
designed for landscape-format books and page turns in these are often arranged quite
pragmatically, even if turning wide pages can be difficult at speed and creates a bit of a
draught. They are very noisy if you are recording and producers get quite shirty about
rustling pages. That surely ought to add to the authenticity but few producers I know are
convinced by that argument.

In the end I like to be able to read what I am supposed to be playing. Let us keep the
manuscripts in our libraries, to study when we need them; let us perform from good, clean,
legible, modern scores.

JACKSON AMERS

Harpsichord & fortepiano J
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Moeck soprano, plumwood and Mollenhauer olto, rosewood with hord combination carrying cose € 250.00
Dolmetsch sopranino No 906, rosewood . e £060.00
Moeck 253 Tju bass, FEKeY . v snmimsnnmnanssmamsamsmss ... £295.00
Mollenhauer Denner alto, boxwood ... .. % S———— /{1 1)]1]
Dolmetsch tenar, rosewood with ivory fings ... .......... ... e, 5125000
Roessler 354P Exotic Meister soprano e . ..., £85.00
Roessler bass, pearwood, double key, direct blow s , - £295.00
Schott Prelude model boss ......... . £270.00 0181.318.5838
Mollenhouer 4107 Kynseker soprano, maple . £120.00
John Willman Bressan treble, boxwood €395.00
Dolmetsch treble No. 21832, blockwood " 128500 . . .
Dolmetsch Bressan alto No. 13229, rosewood 5 ... £250.00 Pianos, Clavichords, Spmc[g~
Fehr treble, boxwood . £250.00 L. .
Sl Concert tenor : £60.00 Virginals & Harpsichords
Adler bass 3 . £195.00
Schott fenor ... L £90.00
Zenn 23008 tenor, maple - - .. 59500 Antique, Modern & New, Rental,
Kobliczek 712 Renaissance alto in F . £185.00 . ) .
Roessler Oberlender soprano, grenadilla with ivory £230.00 R(’[J(IH'S. Sale lists and colour
Moeck 840 Renaissance tenor with fontanelle . £250.00 W e i e i i
Hoack 539 Roerbutgh e, bony 27000 brochures on request. For sale with
Moeck 820 Renaissance descont : £95.00 interest free credit or home rental.
Moeck 253 Tuju boss . . £365.00 ' o B
Cousen Renaissonce alto in F €135.00
Kobliczek Renaissance soprano £135.00
B & H onekeyed tenor £60.00
Wood tenor Renaissance Flute i D . £95.00
Hoeck soprano Showm £320.00
Soprano Shawm in € £260.00
Hanchet olto Renaissance Shawm in 6 £650.00
Waood soprano Crumhom in € £185.00
Wood Renaissance hass Rackett (no reed) £265.00 Polort MORLEY A )///
Alto Cornomuse i F £145.00 g
Boss Comamuse in F . £295.00 P, 5
Wood Tenor Sordune £245.00 Siane ) /Q/M“AM(/ Maders
Moulder alto Rouschpferfe £450.00 <o . »
Moulder boss Curtal, ind cose . £995.00 Osteublistied 7557
HMoulder soprano Crumhom £250.00
HMoulder alto Crumhorn in F £350.00
Moulder tenor Crumhorn . £395.00
Moulder buss Crumhom £595.00
Moulder alto Rouschpfeife . £450.00
Wood boss Sordune £295.00
Wood tenor Renaissance Flute £95.00
Moulder tenor Crumhorn . . £395.00 )
Buss Rackett built from EMS kit ;s £295.00
Wood tenor Curtal L . £895.00
Wood tenor Crumhom in C . e L. £325.00 B ARLICK
Wood boss Crumhorn in F % T — £495.00 A DR
Wood soprano Crumhom in € e . ; £195.00 . |
Wood alto Crumhomin b .................. . L .. £295.00
Wood tenor Crumhorn kit (unstorted - os new boxed) ... .. . £175.00 Harps,chords
Robert Bigio tenor Renaissonce Flutein € ... .. sana . £235.00
J Wicks Cahusac Baroque Flute, blackwood, 0=415 ... R £460.00
D Kloeffer Barogue Oboe after Anciufi 0=415 . £300.00
Hans Coolsmo Boroque Flute, boxwood 0=415 i .. £750.00
Shokuhachi with instruction monual . .. . e £285.00
10-course Renissance Lute after Venere by L Brown, indl case £1250.00
7-course Ren. Lute after Hieber by Brendon Hirst, ind! case . R £1100.00
10-course Lute (double head) by Harry Holmes . £600.00
13-course Lute by Richard King . . .. . ... £895.00
T+ourse Renaissance Lute by Woodlark, inlc hod cose ... . £560.00
T-course Renaissance Lute by Norman Myall, 25 yew ribs, chuny pegs ond fitfings . ... £1545.00
Treble viol by Hermonn Bachle, incl hord cose - £1500.00
Treble viol by Michael Heale, ind case . . . £1300.00
Treble viol by Wood, incl hard case ond Dorfler bow ... £1040.00
Gotz tenor viol by Heman Bachle, incl bow ond hord case " - £2250.00
Treble viol by Konig, Brientz, carved heod, indl bow and cose .. . ... £3000.00
D Shann reble viol, incl Mettal bow and nudded hng . . ... £575.00
Baroque Cello by Tophom R R S R S £2950.00
Morley 30string Horp, No. 1722 .............. ... £800.00
Addival Kilcoy deluxe Horp, 19 wire strings R, . ... £325.00
Potter tenor viol bow, fluted sfick, ivory frog .. ... . £300.00
Hurdy Gurdy, copy of on 18th century instrument by Flmrey S .. £1050.00
Martin Turner guitar shoped Hurdy Gurdy, indl hard cose oo £1300.00
Overton Flageoletin D (alsoin ( @ £45.00) .......... ... ... £35.00
Trompe de Chosse by Bellman Bross ............... N~ ... £950.00
Stevenson Renaissonce Tabor 27"x 28" .. .. ..o £450.00
Pair of 7" Nokers, wooden bowl, by P Williamson A £225.00
Tuckermann Flemish single monuol Horpsichord 2 x 8' + buff . . ... £3950.00 MADGEON WOOD HOUSE
) Storrs small Spinet 4 '/, octave ... .. TR — .. £1200.00 BUCKLAND St. MARY
Tuckermonn benfside Spinet, 664", split bonom nttuve e £1895.00 CHARD, SOMERSET
TS Soar 4 '/, octove fretted Cichard oo RO £ 450.00 TEL: 01460 234221

The Early Music Shop, Dept H., 38 Manningham Lane, Bradford, West Yorkshire BD1 3EA.
Tel: (01274) 393753 Fax: (01274) 393516
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SOPHIE YATES
Spanish & Portuguese Harpsichord

CHANDOS Early Music
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