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Margaret Debenham’s professional background is in the field of educational technology. 
Her doctoral studies concerned an exploration of certain applications of computer 
mediated conferencing to support the studies of disabled distance learners in tertiary 
education.

For health-related reasons, she was herself registered as a disabled student with the Open 
University from the outset of her undergraduate studies in 1980. Later, when a full time 
post-graduate research studentship at the Institute of Educational Technology (IET) in the 
1990s, the department took great care in making special arrangements to accommodate 
and facilitate her study-related needs.

Current research interests

In retirement she continues to maintain an interest in exploring innovative uses of 
Computer Mediated Communication (CMC), as an independent scholar, with a particular 
focus on the use of internet-based resources as a research tool to locate and obtain 
historical primary source materials in the Arts and Humanities field.

In particular, her research interests concern an exploration of the personal and business 
histories of a number of 18th - early 19th century keyboard and furniture makers. 
Publications in this field to date include articles featuring the following influential makers: 
William Southwell, Longman and Broderip, August Leukfeld, Joseph Merlin, Roger Plenius, 
Frederick Newbauer and Frederick Beck.

Concurrently Debenham also maintains an active interest in the life and work of the 
illustrious Victorian portrait photographers, ‘Southwell Brothers, Photographers Royal’, 
direct descendants of William Southwell. 
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